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CHERNOBYL CHILDREN PROJECT USA, INC.

APPLICATION TO HOST 2009
Thank you for offering your hearts and home to the children of the Chernobyl Region.  We look forward to making this year’s effort our most successful ever.  Please provide the information below, which is required for all host families participating in the program.  All information will be held in the strictest confidence.

YOUR NAME_________________________________________________

STREET ADDRESS____________________________________________

TOWN_____________________ STATE _______________ ZIP ________

PHONE (H)_______________PHONE(W)___________E-MAIL___________________

Please list other members of your household:

Name                                                  Relation                                     Age (if child)

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

REQUEST TO HOST
Has your family hosted children with the Project before?__________if “yes” year______

Please Check One Of The Options Below:

A.___ Yes, we/I would like to host two visiting children. The visiting children will range in age from 10 to 13 years. Host families must accept two children to stay with them. We will do our best to honor your preferences. However, we cannot guarantee fulfillment of your choices.

Would you prefer boys, girls or one of each? ______________________

What age range 10 – 11 _____________ 12- 13____________________

B.____ Yes, we/I would like to host an adult chaperone.  Adult chaperones accompany the children from the Chernobyl region and provide support and assistance to the group while they are here.  They have varying occupational backgrounds.

Would you prefer to host a male or female adult chaperone? ________________

(Please Complete Back of This Page)

· If you are hosting children, will there be an adult present at all times during the visit?________

· Do any members of the family living in your house have a criminal record or a case pending involving the Department of Social Services? ____________

Please use the space below to briefly describe what your family hopes to get out of the Host Family experience:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________



Please provide a name and phone number of an individual (non-family member) who knows your family well.

Reference Name_______________________________________Phone_______________________

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO:

Chernobyl Children Project USA, Inc.

75 McNeil Way  Suite 305

Dedham, MA  02026

Phone  781-251-0137

Fax 781-251-9175

E-mail:   ccpusainc@aol.com


Signature_______________________________________Date_____________________
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CHAPTER 6, §172H CORI REQUEST FORM

Chernobyl Children Project USA, Inc. is requesting all the available criminal offender record information (CORI) on the following individual from the Criminal History Systems Board pursuant to Chapter 6 §172H which mandates organizations primarily engaged in providing activities or programs to children 18 years of age or less that accepts volunteers, to obtain all CORI regarding volunteers prior to accepting any person as a volunteer.

________________________________________________________________________
APPLICANT/EMPLOYEE INFORMATION (PLEASE PRINT)

________________________________________________________________________
LAST NAME                            FIRST NAME

MIDDLE NAME

__________________________________________   ____________________________
MAIDEN NAME OR ALIAS (IF APPLICABLE)          PLACE OF BIRTH
______________         _________-______-______            ________________________

DATE OF BIRTH         SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER      MOTHER’S MAIDEN NAME
    

              (Requested but not required)

FORMER ADDRESSES:_________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

SEX: _____ HEIGHT: ___ft. ___in.      WEIGHT: ______ EYE COLOR: ________

STATE DRIVER’S LICENSE NUMBER: _________________________________

**THE ABOVE INFORMATION WAS VERIFIED BY REVIEWING THE FOLLOWING FORM OF GOVERNMENT ISSUED PHOTOGRAPHIC IDENTIVICATION: _____________________________________________________

REQUESTED BY: _______________________________________________________




SIGNATURE OF CORI AUTHORIZED EMPLOYEE

THIS FORM MUST BE FILLED OUT BY EVERYONE LIVING IN THE HOME 18 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER
Frequently Asked Questions about the Chernobyl Children Project

Q. 
How many children does a host family take?

R.  
Each host family receives two children for one month.

Q. Can I specify the age and/or gender of the children we receive?

R. The majority of the children are between 10 to 13 years old, though a few are as young as 9.  If you request children in the younger age group, please realize that though the Project makes every effort to match your age request, it is not always possible.  However, the Project will always try to match your gender request.  You may ask for 2 boys, 2 girls, or one of each depending on what is appropriate for your family.

Q. What if both parents work in our family?

R. A working parent may use vacation time in July.  Parents who work at home may be able to adjust their schedules.  Older children or your Support Host Family may be able to help on occasion.  However, at least one adult must be regularly available on a daily basis.  If this is not possible, please consider other ways your family can help.

Q. Do the children speak English?  How can we communicate?

R. Some speak a little English, but most do not.  The Project provides resources including a Russian-English picture dictionary and a Russian-English Phrasebook that has been updated yearly with host family suggestions.  In addition, translators are available to help when needed.  In the past families have been surprised how easy communication is after a few days.

Q. How are the children chosen?

R. The children are chosen by need.  Russian and Belarussian doctors select the children. Several doctors from the United States travel to their countries in the spring to evaluate the children and make the final decision.  

Q. How sick are the children?  What medical care will they need while they are here?

R. While all have a diagnosed medical condition, the children are selected on the basis of their ability to make such a long trip; to benefit from the better medical care available here; and to participate in the activities scheduled for them.  They do not have communicable diseases.

Some children will be scheduled for appointments in Boston at Floating Hospital for analysis or treatment of their medical conditions.  Most will receive medical care locally at Saints Medical Center, Canton Family Practice or Saint Joseph Hospital in Nashua.  The children are insured by the Project’s medical coverage plan.  The President of the Project has the power of attorney for all decisions concerning the children while they are in the USA.
Chernobyl Children Project USA, Inc.

“Providing care, compassion and relief to God’s forgotten children”

If you are thinking about hosting children,

here are some things you should know....
· What is the typical visiting child like?
      The children will be between the ages of 9 and 13, speak little or no English, and come from economically depressed areas hard-hit by the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear power station explosion as well as the tumultuous political changes of the past decade. In each of our previous years we have received the children, we have been impressed by their politeness, well-mannered behavior and ability to have fun! All the children are currently living in the highly contaminated areas within a hundred mile radius of Chernobyl, Ukraine. Our project, in association with charitable medical organizations in Belarus and Russia, will select those children based on need. It is official policy of Belarusian and Russian governments to make every effort to arrange for children living in the contaminated zones to spend at least four weeks each year in an environment that is free of contamination. Although it may not be apparent during their stay with you, many of the children have varying degrees of medical problems. Some may be on medications and require periodic medical supervision (to be provided by doctors traveling with the group and/or medical volunteers arranged through the Chernobyl Children Project USA, Inc.) All of the children’s medical issues will be under good control and will not effect their ability to enjoy themselves while here in the Boston area. You will receive a social and medical profile for the children you will be hosting in advance of their arrival. In many cases you will also receive a photograph of them.

· When do the children arrive and depart?
      The children will be staying with their host families for one month. They arrive this year on June 23. There will be a formal, brief arrival ceremony at the Seaport Hotel in Boston where the children will be introduced to their host families. The children depart on July 22th. 

· What are the housing requirements?
      All host families are required to house two visiting children. It is not necessary that they each have their own bedroom. It is required that the visiting children have an adequate, comfortable and private space in which to sleep and put their belongings. In the past, host families have “re-arranged” there own family sleeping quarters to accommodate the visiting children. The visiting children should also be given the opportunity to spend time each day outdoors engaged in age-appropriate recreational activities such as biking, running, outdoor game-play, swimming, etc.

· How much support will my family receive in providing respite for the two children we host?

      Your most important support will come from the people around you: your parish, temple, or organization, community volunteers, friends, neighbors, etc. However, the Chernobyl Children Project USA, Inc. provides support services to meet all your basic needs as a host family.  Information about these services will be distributed at the Host Family Orientation & Training Workshop. These meetings will be schedule in May and early June. At any time you can E-mail the project with any questions or concerns you may have.
· How much time and energy will it involve?

     You are expected to provide a safe, loving and comfortable family environment for the children during their stay. Your commitment to bring two children into your home to live for one month will undoubtedly require lots of time, energy, patience, understanding and, most of all, love and compassion! You are required to provide 24 hour adult supervision for the children while they are here. It is a good idea to enlist the support of your extended family, friends, neighbors and local volunteer groups to help.  Of course, your responsibilities in caring for your visiting children will be the same as with your own children.  Everyone (over the age of 18) that will be alone with the children is required to fill out a CORI form. 
· What if my family is planning on going on vacation during the time that the visiting children are here?
      Many families who have hosted in the past have taken a vacation with the visiting children while they were here and reported that it was enjoyable for all. However, it must not interfere with the children’s scheduled medical appointments. It is necessary that you notify the office in advance and exchange adequate information about how to contact each other in case of emergency. 

· Am I responsible for raising the money needed to pay for the round trip transportation and other related costs?

      The families will not be primarily responsible for raising the $1,700 per child necessary to cover the cost of the airline ticket, visa, bus and travel insurance. The Project, along with other volunteers, will conduct a number of fundraising activities to raise the amount needed to pay for the related travel costs. All of the host families are encouraged to attend the project fundraisers and assist the project in selling tickets to their friends and family. It is an enormous task to raise the $170,000 need to bring 100 children, eight translators and six doctors to Boston for the month. 
· Will my family have additional expenses during the visiting children’s stay? 

      The Project will make every effort secure donations to help defray the cost of having two extra children in you family. Remember, your family will suddenly grow by two in every way shape and form! The Project’s Events Coordinator has lined up a number of events and activities for host families to take advantage of and many of them are at a reduced cost or free. Some, however, will require that you pay for your “own” family members. Still, be prepared for some additional expenses.

· What are the steps I need to take to become a host family?

      First, you have to determine if you are ready to devote the time, energy and resources to host. Then, all you need to do is complete and return a host family application form! Upon notification of acceptance, you will receive a host family manual and other related materials to help you begin the process of preparing for the children’s arrival in June. 
· Once we submit our host family application, when will we be notified?

      Every host family application received is reviewed individually by the Project. The goal of the Project is to secure a safe, comfortable and enjoyable home environment for every child. A CORI background check and a home visit must be completed and approved. We anticipate the selection of host families to be complete and notification to be made on or before May 1. Of course, when you are notified is dependent on when you returned your completed application form. Notification of acceptance as a host family will be done in timely fashion.-

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chernobyl Children Project USA Inc . 75 McNeil Way  Suite 305, Dedham, MA  02026

telephone: 781-251-0137   fax: 781-251-9175   e-mail:  ccpusainc@aol.com 

 web:  www.ccpusa.org



Are we ready to welcome two children into our home to share our space, our time, our attention and our family life?


Are our own children ready to make room in their lives, share the attention of their parents, share their rooms, toys, things, etc.?


Are we ready to sacrifice our normal daily routine to deal with new communication techniques, a homesick child, or an occasional discipline issues that may be disruptive to our home routine?


Can we apply our family rules to our guests?


Can we be open, flexible, creative and unconditionally loving?


Can we count on support from extended family, neighbors and friends?


Can we help our  community raise funds to meet the travel costs for the children?


Can we commit to the training sessions and read all of the information supplied by the Project?


The children arrive with very little clothing, supplies, etc. Can we afford the additional               expense of two more children in our family budget?


Can we attend all MANDATORY Chernobyl events, many in the Boston area?


Can we accept the extra responsibility of coordinating transportation to the medical appointments both locally and possibly in the greater Boston area such as at The Floating Hospital?


Can we face the reality that we will love and care for these children as our own and then have to send them home to their families?





Being a Host Family:


Is this for us?








